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SUBJ: SOVIET AGRICULTURE: FUTURE OF MINISTER POLYANSKIY 
REF: MOSCOW 16690 

1. DURING LUNCH FOR VISITING ACYPL DELEGATION NOVEMBER 20, 

IVAN KUKHAR', CHAIRMAN OF THE "VLADIMIR ILYICH" COLLECTIVE 
FARM, MADE SEVERAL FAVORABLE COMMENTS ABOUT WORK OF MINISTER 
OF AGRICULTURE POLYANSKIY. KUKHAR' STRESSED POLYANSKIY S 
ROLE IN RECENT IMPROVEMENTS IN AND EXPANSION OF SOVIET 
COLLECTIVE FARMS, WHICH HE SAID HAS RESULTED IN HIGHER WORKER 
PRODUCTIVITY THAN ON STATE FARMS. KUKHAR' CLAIMED THAT, AS 

A MEMBER OF UNION COUNCIL OF COLLECTIVE FARMS, HE HAS FRE- 
QUENT AND CLOSE CONTACT WITH POLYANSKIY, WHO IS CHARIMAN OF 
THE COUNCIL. 

2. DURING AFTERNOON TOUR OF FRAM EMBOFF RAISED SUBJECT OF 
POOR GRAIN HARVEST THIS YEAR WITH KUKHAR', WHO HAD MADE 
OBLIQUE REFERENCE TO IMPORTS OF US GRAIN DURING LUNCHEON 
TOAST. KUKHAR' ADMITTED THAT HARVEST HAD BEEN LOWER THAN 
EXPECTED, BUT SAID THAT FIGURES HE HAD SEEN IN "WESTERN PRESS" 
WERE TOO LOW. KUKHAR 1 DECLINED TO PROVIDE ACTUAL FIGURE TO 
EMBOFF. WHEN ASKED REASONS FOR POOR PERFORMANCE KUKHAR' 
BLAMED WEATHER AND SAID SUCH "TEMPORARY SETBACKS" WOULD 
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OCCUR ALSO IN FUTURE YEARS. NEITHER "SOCIALIST SYSTEM OF 
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AGRICULTURE" NOR OFFICIALS INVOLVED SHOULD BE BLAMED, ACCORDING 
TO KUKHAR'. 

3. COMMENT - ALTHOUGH KUKHAR' MAY NOT ENIOY THE CLOSE 
RELATIONSHIP HE CLAIMS WITH MINISTER POLYANSKI6, AS ONE OF 
ABOUT 120 MEMBERS OF THE UNION COUNCIL AND CHAIRMAN OF WHAT 
APPEARS TO BE THE MOSCOW OBLAST "MODEL" SOVIET COLLECTIVE 
FARM (LOCATED ADJACENT TO THE LENIN MUSEUM AT LENINSKIYE 
GORKI AND FREQUENTLY VISITED BY VIP GROUPS), HE IS PROBABLY 
FAIRLY WET .UNFORMED ON CURRENT AGRARIAN POLICY. ON THE OTHER 
HAND, IT MOST ULIKELY HE WOULD BE INFORMED OF IMPENDING 
CHANGES IN PARTY LEADERSHIP.WHICH OF COURSE ARE EXTRAORDINARILY 
CLOSELY HELD. 

MATLOCK 
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